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President  Sukarno  of  the  Indonesian  Republic  pays  tribute  to  Lincoln 


Sukarno  Prays  At  Tomb  Of  Man 
Who  Inspired  His  Work-Lincoln 


By  Tom  Littlewood 

Sun-Times  Bureau 
SPRINGFIELD  —  President 
Sukarno  of  the  Indonesian  Re- 
public prayed  "to  the  God  of 
all  men"  that  He  give  Abraham 
Lincoln  "one  of  the  best  places 
in  heaven." 

Sukarno  gave  the  prayer  si- 
lently Saturday  after  he  laid  a 
wreath  on  Lincoln's  tomb  here. 

The  Indonesian  leader,  who 
is  guiding  a  new  democracy  of 
81,000,000   persons  on  3,000 


islands,  stood  before  the  tomb, 
under  lowering  clouds,  raised 
both  hands  above  his  head  and 
remained  motionless  a  full  two 
minutes. 

Then  he  brought  both  hands 
to  his  face  and  kissed  them. 

Later  he  explained  that  he 
had  recited  in  his  mind  a  Sem- 
bahjang,  one  of  the  Moslem 
prayers  for  the  dead. 

"I  am  here  not  as  a  tourist," 
Sukarno  added,  "but  as  a  pil- 
grim on  a  pilgrimage. 

"Lincoln  was  one  of  the  men 


who  gave  me  inspiration  for  my 
work  and  my  struggle." 

The  slender  53-year-old  Su- 
karno had  asked  that  Springfield 
be  included  on  his  17-day  visit 
to  the  United  States. 

He  led  a  successful  revolu- 
tionary movement  in  the  1940s 
to  gain  independence  for  the 
Dutch  East  Indies,  renamed 
Indonesia. 

The  president  was  met  at 
Capital  Airport  by  Gov.  Strat- 
ton. 

The  official  party  of  20  was 
a  virtual  Who's  Who  of  Indo- 
nesia. Sukarno  was  accompa- 
nied by  the  Indonesian  ambas- 
sador to  the  United  States,  the 
chief  justice,  minister  of  foreign 
affairs,  four  members  of  Parlia- 
ment, the  governor  of  West 
Java,  the  president-director  of 
the  Indonesian  Industrial  Bank, 
and  the  chiefs  of  the  navy,  army 
and  air  force. 

Also  in  the  group  were  U.S. 
Ambassador  Hugh  S.  Cumming 
Jr.,  Sukarno's  ,  12-year-old  son 
Guntur,  two  State  Department 
and  three  Indonesian  security 
officers,  two  State  Department 
protocol  experts,  Sukarno's  phy- 
sician and  three  members  of 
Sukarno's  "household  staff." 

All  the  Indonesians  wore 
tijits,  a  black  fez-like  headpiece 
that  is  one  of  their  national 
symbols.  Sukarno  also  wore  a 
gray  military  uniform. 

Among  the  welcomers  for  the 
party  were  four  Indonesian  ex- 
change students  attending  the 


University  of  Illinois  at  Cham- 
paign. 

About  50  children  were  in 
the  crowd  watching  the  cere- 
mony at  the  tomb.  Sukarno 
shook  hands  with  all  of  them, 
in  addition  to  many  of  the 
grownups. 

His  son  Guntur  obviously  did 
not  share  the  president's  inter- 
est in  America's  Civil  War  Pres- 
ident. 

When  Mayor  Nelson  How- 
arth  of  Springfield  prepared  to 
present  the  boy  a  badge  making 
him  an  honorary  member  of 
the  Springfield  Police  Depart- 
ment, Guntur  was  nowhere  in 
sight. 

A  brief  search,  however,  lo- 
cated the  boy  relaxing  in  one 
of  the  autos  of  the  official  party. 

After  the  visit  to  the  tomb, 
the  group  visited  New  Salem, 
the  village  where  Lincoln  lived 
as  a  young  man,  and  Lincoln's 
home  in  Springfield.  They  also 
toured  two  nontypical  Sanga- 
mon County  farms. 

At  Jacob  Bunn's  Fairview 
Farm,  which  specializes  in 
breeding  thoroughbred  trotting 
and  pacing  horses,  Sukarno  ate 
an  outdoor  lunch  featuring  cur- 
ried shrimp. 

The  group  then  toured  a  di- 
versified 2,400-acre  farm  owned 
by  J.  Garrett  Tolan,  at  Pleasant 
Plains,  northwest  of  here. 

A  formal  state  dinner  in  the 
governor's  mansion,  with  20 
guests  was  scheduled  for  Satur- 
day evening. 


Hands  raised  before  his  face,  President  Sukarno  of  Indo- 
nesia stands  in  silent  prayer  after  placing  wreath  at  tomb 
of  Abraham  .Lincoln  in  Springfield.  (AP  Wireph»to| 


THE  SPRINGFIELD  WIRE:    The  visit 
here  of  President  Sukarno  of  Indonesia  was 
arranged  at  his  personal  request  because  of  his 
admiration  for  Abraham  Lincoln.  Sukarno  informed  the  State 
Department  that  the  two  figures  he  admired  most  in  U.S.  his- 
tory were  Lincoln  and  Paul  Revere.  As  a  result,  Gov.  Strat- 
ton  presented  Sukarno  with  a  brick  from  Lincoln's  Springfield 
home  and  Sec.  of  State  Charles  Carpentier  gave  him  a  print  of 
Alexander  Hester's  famous  photograph  of  Ol'  Abe.  .  .  .  The 
governor  also  had  a  treat  for  the  president's  12-year-old  son, 
Guntar — a  visit  to  a  Little  League  baseball  game  and  a  ball  and 
bat  to  take  back  to  Indonesia. 


Chicago  Sun  Times  5-17-58 


